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An investigative reporter explores an infamous case where an obsessive and unorthodox search for
enlightenment went terribly wrong.
 
When thirty-eight-year-old Ian Thorson died from dehydration and dysentery on a remote Arizona
mountaintop in 2012, The New York Times reported the story under the headline: "Mysterious Buddhist
Retreat in the Desert Ends in a Grisly Death." Scott Carney, a journalist and anthropologist who lived in
India for six years, was struck by how Thorson’s death echoed other incidents that reflected the little-talked-
about connection between intensive meditation and mental instability.
 
Using these tragedies as a springboard, Carney explores how those who go to extremes to achieve divine
revelations—and undertake it in illusory ways—can tangle with madness. He also delves into the unorthodox
interpretation of Tibetan Buddhism that attracted Thorson and the bizarre teachings of its chief evangelists:
Thorson’s wife, Lama Christie McNally, and her previous husband, Geshe Michael Roach, the supreme
spiritual leader of Diamond Mountain University, where Thorson died.
 
Carney unravels how the cultlike practices of McNally and Roach and the questionable circumstances
surrounding Thorson’s death illuminate a uniquely American tendency to mix and match eastern religious
traditions like LEGO pieces in a quest to reach an enlightened, perfected state, no matter the cost.
 
Aided by Thorson’s private papers, along with cutting-edge neurological research that reveals the profound
impact of intensive meditation on the brain and stories of miracles and black magic, sexualized rituals, and
tantric rites from former Diamond Mountain acolytes, A Death on Diamond Mountain is a gripping work of
investigative journalism that reveals how the path to enlightenment can be riddled with danger.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin House:

This book untitled A Death on Diamond Mountain: A True Story of Obsession, Madness, and the Path to
Enlightenment to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to
past this guide from your list.

Victoria Schwan:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying A Death on Diamond
Mountain: A True Story of Obsession, Madness, and the Path to Enlightenment that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick A Death on
Diamond Mountain: A True Story of Obsession, Madness, and the Path to Enlightenment become your
personal starter.

Ricardo Donaldson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Death on Diamond Mountain: A True Story
of Obsession, Madness, and the Path to Enlightenment book written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt
A Death on Diamond Mountain: A True Story of Obsession, Madness, and the Path to Enlightenment as
good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't
ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jerry Melgar:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra A Death on Diamond Mountain: A True



Story of Obsession, Madness, and the Path to Enlightenment.
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