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DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY. The site of the second—or great Assyrian-monarchy was the upper
portion of the Mesopotamian valley. The cities which successively formed its capitals lay, all of them, upon
the middle Tigris; and the heart of the country was a district on either side that river, enclosed within the
thirty-fifth and thirty-seventh parallels. By degrees these limits were enlarged; and the term Assyria came to
be used, in a loose and vague way, of a vast and ill-defined tract extending on all sides from this central
region. Herodotus considered the whole of Babylonia to be a mere district of Assyria. Pliny reckoned to it all
Mesopotamia. Strabo gave it, besides these regions, a great portion of Mount Zagros (the modern Kurdistan),
and all Syria as far as Cilicia, Judaea, and Phoenicia. If, leaving the conventional, which is thus vague and
unsatisfactory, we seek to find certain natural limits which we may regard as the proper boundaries of the
country, in two directions we seem to perceive an almost unmistakable line of demarcation. On the east the
high mountain-chain of Zagros. penetrable only in one or two places, forms a barrier of the most marked
character, and is beyond a doubt the natural limit for which we are looking. On the south a less striking, but
not less clearly defined, line—formed by the abutment of the upper and slightly elevated plain on the
alluvium of the lower valley—separates Assyria from Babylonia, which is best regarded as a distinct
country. In the two remaining directions, there is more doubt as to the most proper limit. Northwards,we may
either view Mount Masius as the natural boundary, or the course of the Tigris from Diarbekr to Til, or even
perhaps the Armenian mountain-chain north of this portion of the Tigris, from whence that river receives its
early tributaries. Westward, we might confine Assyria to the country watered by the affluents of the Tigris,
or extend it so as to in elude the Khabour and its tributaries, or finally venture to carry it across the whole of
Mesopotamia, and make it be bounded by the Euphrates. On the whole it is thought that in both the doubted
cases the wider limits are historically the truer ones. Assyrian remains cover the entire country between the
Tigris and the Khabour, and are frequent on both banks of the latter stream, giving unmistakable indications
of a long occupation of that region by the great Mesopotamian people. The inscriptions show that even a
wider tract was in process of time absorbed by the conquerors; and if we are to draw a line between the
country actually taken into Assyria, and that which was merely conquered and held in subjection, we can
select no better boundary than the Euphrates westward, and northward the snowy mountain-chain known to
the ancients as Mons Niphates. If Assyria be allowed the extent which is here assigned to her, she will be a
country, not only very much larger than Chaldaea or Babylonia, but positively of considerable dimensions.
Reaching on the north to the thirty-eighth and on the south to the thirty-fourth parallel, she had a length
diagonally from Diarbekr to the alluvium of 350 miles, and a breadth between the Euphrates and Mount
Zagros varying from about 300 to 170 miles. Her area was probably not less than 75,000 square miles, which
is more than double that of Portugal, and not much below that of Great Britain. She would thus from her
mere size be calculated to play an important (part) in history; and the more so, as during the period of her
greatness scarcely any nation with which she came in contact possessed nearly so extensive a territory.
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From reader reviews:

Hans Diaz:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Seven
Great Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern World, Vol 2. (of 7): Assyria the History, Geography and
Antiquities of Chaldaea, Assyria, Babylon, Media, ... Parthia and Sassanian or New Persian Empire is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Johnna Chapin:

The reason? Because this The Seven Great Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern World, Vol 2. (of 7): Assyria
the History, Geography and Antiquities of Chaldaea, Assyria, Babylon, Media, ... Parthia and Sassanian or
New Persian Empire is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Stephen Vancleave:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is The Seven Great Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern World, Vol 2. (of 7):
Assyria the History, Geography and Antiquities of Chaldaea, Assyria, Babylon, Media, ... Parthia and
Sassanian or New Persian Empire this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this
book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Denise Rutledge:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or



just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Seven Great Monarchies of the
Ancient Eastern World, Vol 2. (of 7): Assyria the History, Geography and Antiquities of Chaldaea, Assyria,
Babylon, Media, ... Parthia and Sassanian or New Persian Empire can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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