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Widely regarded as one of cinema's most accomplished directors, David Lean helmed such classics as Brief
Encounter, Great Expectations, and Oliver Twist. He twice received the Academy Award for best director,
and two of his films, The Bridge on the River Kwai and Lawrence of Arabia won the Oscar for best picture.
Both are featured on the American Film Institute's Top 100, with Lawrence of Arabia at number seven.
Despite the awards and accolades for these motion pictures, many critics often look more favorably upon the
smaller films that Lean produced earlier in his career, and in recent years his reputation as a director has
diminished.

In this study, Constantine Santas seeks to restore these now undervalued epics to the elevated esteem they
once held. Without dismissing the earlier works or regarding them as irrelevant to Lean's evolution as an
artist, this book shows that the epics, if analyzed from certain vantage points, are as worthy as any of Lean's
previous films. In addition to Lean's Academy-Award-winning blockbusters, Santas also provides close
analytical looks at Doctor Zhivago, Ryan's Daughter, and the director's final film, A Passage to India.

Santas argues that the epics show a progression and refinement of Lean's work and that they are thematically
broader and feature more complex characterization than his earlier films. In his analyses, Santas provides
background material on the production of each epic; insights into structure, characters, techniques, and
themes; and a look into the relationship between the films and their literary sources. Written in a clear and
engaging manner, The Epic Films of David Lean will appeal not only to cinema students and scholars but
also to the general fan of David Lean and his work.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Jenkins:

This The Epic Films of David Lean book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Epic
Films of David Lean without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Epic Films of David Lean can bring whenever you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even cellphone. This The Epic Films of David Lean having good arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Latoya Brown:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you
will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be
the guide untitled The Epic Films of David Lean can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity
to you.

Penny Stout:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The Epic Films of David Lean offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Mattie Martin:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Epic Films of David Lean can be the answer,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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