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At age seven, an orphan boy named Freddie Boyce finally believed he had found a real home with a kindly
widow who raised foster children on her farm in rural Massachusetts. But when his foster mother died in the
winter of 1949, Freddie was subjected to a rudimentary IQ test and then sent to a state institution for the
feebleminded. There, along with other relatively normal State Boys, he would endure neglect, abuse, and
terror and live without the hope of ever being free again.

Though they couldn't possible know it, the children of the Fernald State School were the victims of bad
science and a newly developed bureaucracy designed to save America from the so-called "menace of the
feebleminded." Beginning early in the twentieth century, United States health officials used crude versions of
the modern IQ tests to identify supposedly "deficient" children and lock them away. The idea was to protect
society from potential criminals and to prevent so-called undesirables from having children and degrading
the American gene pool.

Under programs that existed in almost every state and continued into the 1970s, more than 250,000 children
were separated from their families. Tens of thousands of these were not disabled but merely unwanted
orphans, truants, or delinquents. Yet they were denied proper education, routinely abused, and could be
subjected to forced surgical sterilization, lobotomy, shock therapy, and psychotropic drugs.

The State Boys Rebellion is the dramatic and meticulously researched true story of Fred Boyce and a group
of boys who never accepted their incarceration at the Fernald State School in Massachusetts and insisted they
were normal. In many cases, school officials noted that they were not disabled and did not belong in an
institution. But the school depended on their unpaid labor, and so they were kept locked away in wards
where many were beaten, raped, forced to fight each other. They were offered no hope for freedom and knew
that others had grown old and died within Fernald's walls.

Inspired by what they learned from television and radio about the national civil rights movement, the State
Boys protested their mistreatment, pleaded in vain for their freedom, and rebelled by running away. Finally,
in a desperate attempt to get attention for their plight, they seized control of a prisonlike ward and demanded
their rights. Although the participants in this dramatic event were imprisoned for their actions, the takeover
eventually led to freedom for many State Boys, who were given minimal training and then released to fend
for themselves.

In these pages, the reader will learn how the State Boys struggle to survive without family, social
connections, or education. Some never adjust and die of alcohol and drug abuse. Others manage to build
stable lives, with good jobs, family, and friends. While they try to forget the past, it all comes rushing back in
the 1990s when news reports announce that they had been used as human guinea pigs in Cold War
experiments in which they were fed radioactive oatmeal. Under Fred Boyce's leadership, the State Boys
reunite, sue, and win a multimillion-dollar settlement.

To capture this story, award-winning journalist Michael D'Antonio worked closely with the surviving State
Boys, interviewed former Fernald teachers and professionals, used the archives of the school, and won the
release of previously sealed papers. The result is a thoroughly documented story from an almost-forgotten
corner of American history. It reveals the danger in misguided science, the fearsome power of unchecked



bureaucracies, and the remarkable resilience of the human spirit.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The State Boys Rebellion book
as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Bonnie Boyd:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled The State Boys Rebellion can be fine book to read. May be it can
be best activity to you.

Christopher Levi:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The State Boys Rebellion why because the great cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Alice Ressler:

This The State Boys Rebellion is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The State
Boys Rebellion in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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