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This book explains why the current education model, which was developed in the 19th century to meet the
needs of industrial expansion, is obsolete. It points to the need for a new approach to education designed to
prepare young people for global uncertainty, accelerating change and unprecedented complexity.The book
offers a new educational philosophy to awaken the creative, big-picture and long-term thinking that will help
equip students to face tomorrow’s challenges. Inside, readers will find a dialogue between adult
developmental psychology research on higher stages of reasoning and today’s most evolved education
research and practice. This dialogue reveals surprising links between play and wisdom, imagination and
ecology, holism and love. The overwhelming issues of global climate crisis, growing economic disparity and
the youth mental health epidemic reveal how dramatically the current education model has failed students
and educators. This book raises a planet-wide call to deeply question how we actually think and how we
must educate. It articulates a postformal education philosophy as a foundation for educational futures.The
book will appeal to educators, educational philosophers, pre-service teacher educators, educational and
developmental psychologists and educational researchers, including postgraduates with an interest in
transformational educational theories designed for the complexity of the 21st century.

This is the most compelling book on education I have read for many years. It has major implications for all
who are in a position to influence developments in teacher education and educational policy. Gidley is one
of the very rare scholars who can write intelligently and accessibly about the past, present and future in
education. I was challenged and ultimately convinced by her contention that ‘what masquerades as
education today must be seen for what it is – an anachronistic relic of the industrial past’. Gidley’s
challenge is to ‘co-evolve’ a radically new education.  All who seek to play a part must read this book.

Brian J. Caldwell, PhD, Educational Transformations, former Dean of Education at the University of
Melbourne and Deputy Chair, Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA)
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lawler:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Postformal Education: A Philosophy for
Complex Futures (Critical Studies of Education) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Christopher Hill:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Postformal Education: A Philosophy for Complex Futures
(Critical Studies of Education) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jimmy Stone:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. Postformal Education: A Philosophy for Complex Futures (Critical Studies of
Education) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Willie Thacker:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update
of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Postformal Education: A Philosophy for Complex Futures (Critical Studies of
Education) when you needed it?
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