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The progressive/hard rock band Rush has never been as popular as it is now. A documentary film about the
band, Rush: Beyond the Lighted Stage, which was released in the summer of 2010 has been universally well
received. They had a cameo in the movie I Love You Man. Their seven-part song “2112” was included in a
version of “Guitar Hero” released in 2010. The group even appeared on The Colbert Report.

And now this, a book about Rush written for a general audience and geared towards issues concerning
popular culture and philosophy. There has been a recent explosion of Rush onto the popular culture front,
and how ironic for a band that has spent the early days of their career on the outside of mainstream
popularity. Even legendary trios such as Cream and The Police don’t enjoy the commitment and devotion
that Rush’s fans lavish on Alex, Geddy, and Neil. In part, this is because Rush is equally devoted to its fans.
Since their first album in 1974, they have released 18 additional albums and toured the world following
nearly every release. Today, when other 70s-bands have either broken up or become nostalgia acts, Rush
continues to sell out arenas and amphitheatres and sell albums—to date Rush has sold over 40 million
albums. They are ranked fourth after The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, and Aerosmith for the most
consecutive gold or platinum albums by a rock band.

Rush’s success is also due to its intellectual approach to music and sound. The concept album 2112 made
Rush a world-class band and cemented its reputation as the thinking-person’s progressive rock trio. Rush’s
interest in political philosophy, mind-control, the nature of free-will, of individuality, and our relationship to
machines makes Rush a band that matters and which speaks to its fans directly and honestly like no other.
Lyricist Niel Peart has even built a following by writing books, both about his motorcycle travels and about
the tragic death of his daughter, which have only furthered the respect Rush’s fans have for (arguably) rock’s
greatest drummer and lyricist.

Fiercely independent of trends, Rush has maintained a clear mission and purpose throughout their career.
With a unique sound, best described as the “Rush sound,” the band has been able to blend thought-provoking
lyrics and music for almost four decades. The Rush style of music can trigger the unusual combination of
air-drumming, air-guitar, singing along, and fist-pumping, just as much as it can thoughtful reflection and
deep thinking, making Rush “The Thinking Man’s Band.”

Rush and Philosophy does not set out to sway the public’s opinion, nor is it an awkward gushing of how
much the authors love Rush. Rush and Philosophy is a fascinating look at the music and lyrics of the band,
setting out to address thought-provoking questions. For example, elements of philosophical thinking from the
likes of Jean Paul-Sartre, Ayn Rand, and Plato can be found in Peart’s lyrics; does this make Peart a disciple
of philosophy? In what ways has technology influenced the band through the decades? Can there be too
much technology for a power-trio? Can listening to Rush’s music and lyrics lead listeners to think more
clearly, responsibly, and happily? Is the band’s music a “pleasant distraction” from the singing of Geddy
Lee? In what ways is Rush Canadian? How can a band that has been referred to as “right-wing” also criticize
big government, religion, and imperialism?

Rush and Philosophy is written by an assortment of philosophers and scholars with eclectic and diverse
backgrounds who love Rush’s music and who “get” the meaning and importance of it. They discuss Rush



with the enthusiasm of fans and the seriousness of college professors. The book will be a must-read for the
many fans who have long known that Rush deserves as much respect as the ideas, concepts, and puzzles
about human existence they write and compose music about.
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Biddle:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Rush and Philosophy: Heart and Mind United (Popular Culture and Philosophy).

Laura Thompson:

Rush and Philosophy: Heart and Mind United (Popular Culture and Philosophy) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Rush and Philosophy: Heart and Mind United (Popular Culture and Philosophy)
although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial thinking.

Sandra Byrom:

This Rush and Philosophy: Heart and Mind United (Popular Culture and Philosophy) is fresh way for you
who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Rush
and Philosophy: Heart and Mind United (Popular Culture and Philosophy) can be the light food for you
because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Federico Hayward:

You can get this Rush and Philosophy: Heart and Mind United (Popular Culture and Philosophy) by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone



and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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