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Hiplife is a popular music genre in Ghana that mixes hip-hop beatmaking and rap with highlife music,
proverbial speech, and Akan storytelling. In the 1990s, young Ghanaian musicians were drawn to hip-hop's
dual ethos of black masculine empowerment and capitalist success. They made their underground sound
mainstream by infusing carefree bravado with traditional respectful oratory and familiar Ghanaian rhythms.
Living the Hiplife is an ethnographic account of hiplife in Ghana and its diaspora, based on extensive
research among artists and audiences in Accra, Ghana's capital city; New York; and London. Jesse Weaver
Shipley examines the production, consumption, and circulation of hiplife music, culture, and fashion in
relation to broader cultural and political shifts in neoliberalizing Ghana.

Shipley shows how young hiplife musicians produce and transform different kinds of value—aesthetic,
moral, linguistic, economic—using music to gain social status and wealth, and to become respectable public
figures. In this entrepreneurial age, youth use celebrity as a form of currency, aligning music-making with
self-making and aesthetic pleasure with business success. Registering both the globalization of electronic,
digital media and the changing nature of African diasporic relations to Africa, hiplife links collective Pan-
Africanist visions with individualist aspiration, highlighting the potential and limits of social mobility for
African youth.

The author has also directed a film entitled Living the Hiplife and with two DJs produced mixtapes that
feature the music in the book available for free download.
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From reader reviews:

Martin McDaniel:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Living the Hiplife: Celebrity and
Entrepreneurship in Ghanaian Popular Music is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gloria Wells:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Living the Hiplife: Celebrity and Entrepreneurship in Ghanaian Popular Music will
give you new experience in reading through a book.

Harry Greene:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Living the Hiplife: Celebrity and
Entrepreneurship in Ghanaian Popular Music or maybe others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Living the Hiplife: Celebrity and Entrepreneurship in
Ghanaian Popular Music to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Allison Walters:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Living the Hiplife: Celebrity and Entrepreneurship in Ghanaian Popular Music. You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one destination to other place.
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