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The opera singer Giusto Ferdinando Tenducci was one of the most famous celebrities of the eighteenth
century. Mozart and Bach both composed for him. He was nothing less than a rock star of his day, with a
massive female following. He was also a castrato.

Ranging from the salons of princes and the grand opera houses of Europe to the remote hill towns of
Tuscany, Helen Berry's compelling account of the unconventional love story of the castrato and his wife
offers fascinating insight into the world of opera and the history of sex and marriage in Georgian Britain.
Berry vividly describes how women flocked to Tenducci's concerts and found him irresistible. Indeed, his
young singing pupil, Dorothea Maunsell, found him so irresistible that she eloped with him. A huge scandal
erupted and her father persecuted them mercilessly.

Dorothea joined her husband at his concerts, achieving a status she could never have dreamed of as a
respectable girl. She also wrote a sensational account of their love affair, an early example of a teenage
novel. Embroiled in debt, the Tenduccis fled to Italy, and the marriage collapsed when she fell in love with
another man. There followed a highly publicized and unique marriage annulment case in the London courts.
Everything hinged on the status of the marriage, whether the husband was capable of consummation, and
what exactly had happened to him as a small boy in a remote Italian hill village decades before.

Telling the remarkable story of Tenducci for the first time, The Castrato and His Wife is both an exhilarating
read and a perceptive commentary on the meaning of marriage, one that still resonates today.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Castrato and His Wife
book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jeff Williams:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Castrato and His Wife, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Gene Lyons:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Castrato and His Wife reserve
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Castrato and His Wife as good book not merely
by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its deal
with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Mabel Maddux:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled
update of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the The Castrato and His Wife when you needed it?
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