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Areopagitica by John Milton - A speech of Mr. John Milton for the Liberty of Unlicenc’d Printing, to the
Parlament of England is a 1644 prose polemical tract by the English poet, scholar, and polemical author John
Milton opposing licensing and censorship. Areopagitica is among history's most influential and impassioned
philosophical defences of the principle of a right to freedom of speech and expression. It is regarded as one
of the most eloquent defences of press freedom ever written because many of its expressed principles form
the basis for modern justifications of that right. Areopagitica was published 23 November 1644, at the height
of the English Civil War. It is titled after Areopagitikos, a speech written by the Athenian orator Isocrates in
the 5th century BC. (The Areopagus is a hill in Athens, the site of real and legendary tribunals, and was the
name of a council whose power Isocrates hoped to restore). Like Isocrates, Milton had no intention of
delivering his speech orally. Instead, it was distributed via pamphlet, defying the same publication
censorship he argued against. As a Protestant, Milton had supported the Presbyterians in Parliament, but in
this work he argued forcefully against the Licensing Order of 1643, in which Parliament required authors to
have a license approved by the government before their work could be published. This issue was personal for
Milton as he had suffered censorship himself in his efforts to publish several tracts defending divorce (a
radical stance which met with no favour from the censors). Areopagitica is full of biblical and classical
references which Milton uses to strengthen his argument; this is particularly fitting because it was directed
toward the Calvinist Presbyterians that comprised Parliament at that time. According to George H. Sabine
the Areopagitica was based on an engaged public: Its basic principle was the right and also the duty of every
intelligent man as a rational being, to know the grounds and take responsibility for his beliefs and actions. Its
corollary was a society and a state in which decisions are reached by open discussion, in which the sources
of information are not contaminated by authority in the interest of party, and in which political unity is
secured not by force but by a consensus that respects variety of opinion.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Guerra:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Areopagitica (Classic John Milton) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Anthony Rouse:

Here thing why this particular Areopagitica (Classic John Milton) are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. Areopagitica (Classic John Milton) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Areopagitica (Classic
John Milton). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of Areopagitica (Classic John Milton) in e-book can be your alternate.

William Leone:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Areopagitica (Classic John Milton) is
simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Lupe Holloway:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book
Areopagitica (Classic John Milton). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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