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The fact that this 500-page catalogue raisonné was approved by Balthus himself, the most mutable of
authorities on his own life and oeuvre, will make it suspect for some historians. And the fact that the texts for
the 2,100 black-and-white reproductions are in French (a long, earnest essay by Jean Clair is translated into
English) will limit its usefulness for nonacademic readers. But the book is beautiful, and something even
better: a cautionary tale about an artist of enormous talent tarnished by unresolved neurosis. As the poet
James Fenton wrote of Joseph Cornell, even the most devoted admirer must sometimes turn away, when "the
pathology glints from the depths."

Balthus has often lamented that his paintings are mistakenly discussed in terms of their subject matter, but it
is the imagery that rudely seizes the viewer's attention away from the paintings' serene, early Renaissance
formality and lush 19th-century brushwork, so easy on the eye, and directs it toward the spread legs of all
those pubescent girls, to the knife on the floor near the nude on the bed, or to the music teacher's teeth
tearing the skirt of her trapped, flailing student.

The hundreds upon hundreds of drawings here, as well as the 80 beautiful color plates of paintings, show the
young Balthus as a master of haunting imagery--cats and streets and hills in shadow--that often melds Piero
della Francesca's classical forms with an edgy, slightly surreal anxiety. They convey the tender poet of the
European countryside, heir to both Caspar David Friedrich and Cézanne. But the nymphet pictures ultimately
overshadow Balthus's body of work--not that they are anything but tame in light of today's erotic tastes--but
because they come to seem the raison d'être of a second-rate romantic painter, rather than the personal quirks
of a great one. --Peggy Moorman
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From reader reviews:

Ward Bishop:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Balthus Catalogue
Raisonne of the Complete Works? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Katie Johnson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Balthus Catalogue
Raisonne of the Complete Works is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Clarence Bowen:

The publication with title Balthus Catalogue Raisonne of the Complete Works contains a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Bruce Davis:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Balthus Catalogue Raisonne of the Complete Works can make you sense more interested to
read.
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