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Living in Oakland at the beginning of the 20th century, Martin Eden struggles to rise above his destitute,
proletarian circumstances through an intense and passionate pursuit of self-education, hoping to achieve a
place among the literary elite. His principal motivation is his love for Ruth Morse. Because Eden is a rough,
uneducated sailor from a working-class background and the Morses are a bourgeois family, a union between
them would be impossible unless and until he reached their level of wealth and refinement.
Over a period of two years, Eden promises Ruth that success will come, but just before it does, Ruth loses
her patience and rejects him in a letter, saying, "if only you had settled down ... and attempted to make
something of yourself". By the time Eden attains the favour of the publishers and the bourgeoisie who had
shunned him, he has already developed a grudge against them and become jaded by toil and unrequited love.
Instead of enjoying his success, he retreats into a quiet indifference, interrupted only to rail mentally against
the genteelness of bourgeois society or to donate his new wealth to working-class friends and family. He felt
that people did not value him for himself or for his work but only for his fame.
The novel ends with Eden's committing suicide by drowning, which contributed to what researcher Clarice
Stasz calls the "biographical myth" that Jack London's own death was a suicide.
London's oldest daughter Joan commented that in spite of its tragic ending, the book is often regarded as "a
'success' story ... which inspired not only a whole generation of young writers but other different fields who,
without aid or encouragement, attained their objectives through great struggle.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Parrish:

The book Martin Eden (Annotated) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Martin Eden
(Annotated) for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a e-
book Martin Eden (Annotated). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Lurline Silvester:

Here thing why this kind of Martin Eden (Annotated) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. Martin Eden (Annotated) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Martin Eden (Annotated). It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Martin
Eden (Annotated) in e-book can be your choice.

Roy Rogers:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Martin Eden (Annotated) can be the answer, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Rosa Milliken:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for
reading. Some people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Martin Eden
(Annotated) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Martin Eden (Annotated) to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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