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For over one hundred years, ornithologists and amateur birders have jointly campaigned for the conservation
of bird species, documenting not only birds’ beauty and extraordinary diversity, but also their importance to
ecosystems worldwide. But while these avian enthusiasts have noted that birds eat fruit, carrion, and pests;
spread seed and fertilizer; and pollinate plants, among other services, they have rarely asked what birds are
worth in economic terms. In Why Birds Matter, an international collection of ornithologists, botanists,
ecologists, conservation biologists, and environmental economists seeks to quantify avian ecosystem
services—the myriad benefits that birds provide to humans.

The first book to approach ecosystem services from an ornithological perspective, Why Birds Matter asks
what economic value we can ascribe to those services, if any, and how this value should inform
conservation. Chapters explore the role of birds in such important ecological dynamics as scavenging,
nutrient cycling, food-chains, and plant-animal interactions—all seen through the lens of human well-
being—to show that quantifying avian ecosystem services is crucial when formulating contemporary
conservation strategies. Both elucidating challenges and providing examples of specific ecosystem
valuations and guidance for calculation, the contributors propose that in order to advance avian conservation,
we need to appeal not only to hearts and minds, but also to wallets.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will improve
your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you want get
more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Why Birds Matter: Avian Ecological
Function and Ecosystem Services is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Melissa Conner:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Why Birds Matter: Avian Ecological
Function and Ecosystem Services that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Why Birds Matter: Avian Ecological
Function and Ecosystem Services become your own personal starter.

David Simpson:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Why Birds Matter: Avian Ecological
Function and Ecosystem Services is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jessica Palmer:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Why Birds Matter: Avian Ecological Function and
Ecosystem Services can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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