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Through sheer determination and courage, Kahn has researched the nature of concrete in the form of precast,
cast in place or blocks. Each of his renowned works in exposed concrete, such as the Yale Art Gallery, the
Richards Laboratories, the Bath House, the Salk Institute, the National Assembly, the Kimbell Museum, the
Exeter Library and the Yale Center for British Art, is itself an important chapter in the history of architecture
for the exploration into concrete’s formal expression, beyond the lesson of Le Corbusier.

Kahn’s obsession on concrete fabrication processes, on the formwork and the mix-design, is systematically
examined in two volumes. The authors illustrate Kahn’s vision with documents that have never been
revealed in other essays, drawing heavily from original sketches, plans, specifications, worksite photographs,
and correspondences with collaborators, engineers, technicians and contractors.

The first volume Exposed Concrete and Hollow Stones focuses on the first ten-year period of Kahn research
on concrete. Moving through the many construction systems experienced by Kahn, from the discovery of
exposed concrete in the form of béton brut at the Yale Art Gallery, to the precast and poured-in-place
techniques, to the values of joint, growth and ornament, the essay culminates in the reconstruction of the
artistic and technical characteristics of two great worksite, the Richards Laboratories and the First Unitarian
Church and School. The second volume, Towards the Zero Degree of Concrete, covers the following
fourteen years and leads the reader along Kahn’s path to the true 'nature of concrete', focusing on his main
techniques and poetic discoveries such as the 'liquid stone' of the Salk Institute, the 'smooth finish' at Bryn
Mawr and the concept of 'monolithic' at the Yale Center for British Art.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Smith:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Louis I. Kahn:
Towards the Zero Degree of Concrete, 1960-1974? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Avery Thomas:

Typically the book Louis I. Kahn: Towards the Zero Degree of Concrete, 1960-1974 will bring that you the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Louis I. Kahn: Towards
the Zero Degree of Concrete, 1960-1974 is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Glenn Remaley:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Louis I. Kahn:
Towards the Zero Degree of Concrete, 1960-1974 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Martina Lassiter:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled
update of news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just searching for the Louis I. Kahn: Towards the Zero Degree of Concrete, 1960-1974
when you required it?
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