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Sophocles' Oedipus Tyrannus is the most famous of ancient tragedies and a literary masterpiece. It is not,
however, the only classical dramatization of Oedipus' quest to discover his identity. Between four and five
hundred years after Sophocles' play was first performed, Seneca composed a fine, but neglected and often
disparaged Latin tragedy on the same subject, which, in some ways, comes closer to our common
understanding of the Oedipus myth. Now, modern readers can compare the two versions, in new translations
by Frederick Ahl.

Balancing poetry and clarity, yet staying scrupulously close to the original texts, Ahl's English versions are
designed to be both read and performed, and are alert to the literary and historical complexities of each. In
approaching Sophocles anew, Ahl is careful to preserve the richly allusive nature and rhetorical power of the
Greek, including the intricate use of language that gives the original its brilliant force. For Ahl, Seneca's
tragedy is vastly and intriguingly different from that of Sophocles, and a poetic masterpiece in its own right.
Seneca takes us inside the mind of Oedipus in ways that Sophocles does not, making his inner conflicts a
major part of the drama itself in his soliloquies and asides.

Two Faces of Oedipus opens with a wide-ranging introduction that examines the conflicting traditions of
Oedipus in Greek literature, the different theatrical worlds of Sophocles and Seneca, and how cultural and
political differences between Athenian democracy and Roman imperial rule affect the nature and conditions
under which the two tragedies were composed. This book brings two dramatic traditions into conversation
while providing elegant, accurate, and exciting new versions of Sophocles' and Seneca's tragedies.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Two Faces of Oedipus: Sophocles' "Oedipus Tyrannus"
and Seneca's "Oedipus". You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important any book Two Faces of Oedipus: Sophocles' "Oedipus Tyrannus" and Seneca's "Oedipus".
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Pablo Torrey:

The reason why? Because this Two Faces of Oedipus: Sophocles' "Oedipus Tyrannus" and Seneca's
"Oedipus" is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

May Davidson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Two Faces of Oedipus: Sophocles' "Oedipus Tyrannus" and Seneca's
"Oedipus" this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.

Morgan Johnson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You



can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Two Faces of Oedipus: Sophocles' "Oedipus Tyrannus" and Seneca's "Oedipus" when you
necessary it?
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