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This original and provocative work begins by examining the shift of scientific paradigms that took place in
the late eighteenth century, a shift illustrated by the report of a French Royal Commission appointed in 1784
to investigate Mesmerism. The reactions to Mesmerism among the Commission members - in particular the
chemist Lavoisier and the botanist Jussieu - crystallized conflicts about the notion of reason and its role as a
scientific ideal, about how science ought to be done. The Commission's denunciation of Mesmerism as the
work of the 'immigration' then serves as the starting point for the authors' reconsideration of the history of
psychoanalysis, notably its suppression and repression of phenomena associated with hypnosis - imagination,
suggestion, and empathy - in its search to establish itself as a science in accord with the new ideal of
scientific reason. Examining the new and often troubled relationship in psychoanalysis between therapeutic
effectiveness and advances in theory, the authors highlight the challenge to Freudian ideals in the 1920's by
Otto Rank and Sandor Ferenczi. The discrediting of Ferenczi - engineered to a large extent by Ernest Jones
and Freud himself - was an attempt to 'purify' psychoanalysis of the effects of suggestion. The authors
discuss Freud's own therapeutic nihilism occasioned by his recognition that suggestion, by means of the
transference relationship, played an uncontrollable role in psychoanalytic therapy. In assessing Freud's
legacy, the authors examine evolving notions of psychoanalysis, especially the role played by the effects of
suggestion in recent theoretical representations of the development of the subject. Asserting that hypnosis
and the challenge it poses to our understanding of human motivation, reason, and the mind/body relationship
constitute the fourth narcissistic wound to the human ego (after those introduced by Copernicus, Darwin, and
Freud), the authors analyze Lacan's rejection of hypothesis and explain current resistance to hypnosis
through its challenge to the modern scientific notion of reason.<
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Mullen:

The book A Critique of Psychoanalytic Reason: Hypnosis as a Scientific Problem from Lavoisier to Lacan
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best
thing like a book A Critique of Psychoanalytic Reason: Hypnosis as a Scientific Problem from Lavoisier to
Lacan? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A
Critique of Psychoanalytic Reason: Hypnosis as a Scientific Problem from Lavoisier to Lacan has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Antione Wilson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the A Critique of
Psychoanalytic Reason: Hypnosis as a Scientific Problem from Lavoisier to Lacan is kind of book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

John Householder:

The actual book A Critique of Psychoanalytic Reason: Hypnosis as a Scientific Problem from Lavoisier to
Lacan will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book A Critique of
Psychoanalytic Reason: Hypnosis as a Scientific Problem from Lavoisier to Lacan is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Adam McGrath:

The reserve with title A Critique of Psychoanalytic Reason: Hypnosis as a Scientific Problem from Lavoisier
to Lacan has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.
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