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War hero. Lawyer. U.S. Senate candidate. Horse lover. Farm boy. Fundraiser. To this impressive list add one
more role ably filled by Philip Ardery: master storyteller.

Heroes and Horses presents a series of delightful vignettes evoking a way of life almost beyond recall.
Bourbon County, the touchstone for Ardery's life, is the center that holds together the tales in the collection.
Stories about Ardery's family home, "Rocclicgan," boyhood activities on the farm, and the servants' kitchen
gossip paint vivid portraits of a lost time in Kentucky's history.

Though the Ardery family and most of their neighbors were not horse people, all ages were united in their
devotion to the sport of racing, with excitement reaching a crescendo each spring at Derby time. At the 1930
Derby, in which Bourbon County favorite Tannery finished eighth, losses from wagering on the horse hit the
county harder than the stock market crash of the previous year. Ardery regales us with memories of
hitchhiking to Louisville in 1933, sneaking into the Downs, and witnessing one of the most famous stretch
runs of all time. He also tells about Claiborne Farms and its 1984 Derby and Belmont winner, Swale?a story
that takes us from the heights of euphoria to the depths of despair.

Despite Ardery's spring trips to Louisville, home base for this collection remains pastoral Bourbon County,
northeast of Lexington, the very heart of the Bluegrass. Ardery gives us a personal account of the rise and
fall of Edward F. Prichard Jr., whose life "seems something of a Greek tragedy." We hear the story of
Reuben Hutchcraft, the county's greatest hero of World War I. We learn the history of Barton Stone and the
Cane Ridge Meeting House, where the Disciples of Christ denomination was born before the Civil War. And
in one of the most moving stories in the book, Ardery tells of his respect and admiration for the wisdom of
Cap'n, a former slave who worked on the family's farm during Ardery's boyhood.

Written by one of Kentucky's favorite sons, Heroes and Horses will delight anyone with even a passing
interest in the Bluegrass State or who enjoys a good story well told.
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From reader reviews:

Rickie Miller:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Heroes and Horses: Tales of the Bluegrass book is readable simply by you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Heroes and Horses: Tales of
the Bluegrass content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Heroes and
Horses: Tales of the Bluegrass is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Joe Timmons:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Heroes and Horses: Tales of the Bluegrass why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Thomas Busch:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide Heroes and Horses: Tales of the Bluegrass was filled in relation to science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Ronald Kleiman:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Heroes and Horses: Tales of the Bluegrass was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Heroes and Horses: Tales of the
Bluegrass has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try
to like reading in which.
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