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Though inhabited for millennia, Kuwait began to emerge as an Arab shaikhdom relatively late. Entering the
historical record during the early 18th century as a junction of caravan and sea routes, it quickly grew to be a
commercial rival to Basra at the head of the Gulf. As its prosperity increased, it had to negotiate a precarious
autonomy amongst its larger neighbours - the Ottomans in Iraq, the Saudis and Rashidis in central Arabia,
and the British who, from 1820, set about establishing an effective maritime peace in the Gulf. By the end of
the 19th century, despite their complete lack of natural resources of any kind, even water, Kuwait's people
had managed to exploit their geopolitical position to turn their town into the busiest dhow port on the Gulf.
Its greatest ruler, Mubarak Al-Sabah (r. 1896-1915), deftly manipulated Turkey and the European powers to
achieve both British protection and, by 1914, sovereignty for his tiny state. Without the sea, Kuwait's rise
would have been impossible. Its society was formed by the trade in Iraqi dates, and by its dhow-building and
pearling industries, which attracted both Arabs and Persians to the town. Focusing chiefly on the first
decades of the 20th century, Yacoub Al-Hijji paints a vivid portrait of the merchants, captains, navigators,
dhow builders, sailors, pearl divers and fishermen of this remarkable shaikhdom. In explaining their
techniques, and analysing how they organized themselves according to the customary law and traditions of a
tribal, pre-bureaucratic era, he conveys a compelling picture of the bustle and hardships of a way of life
which, during the 1940s and 1950s, was to be erased by prosperity from oil.
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From reader reviews:

Martina White:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and
Economic History book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Michael Johnson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Kuwait and
the Sea: A Brief Social and Economic History suitable to you? The particular book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and Economic Historyis a
single of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of
this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Donna Cauley:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and Economic
History can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Ronald Meyers:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and Economic
History as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and Economic History to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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