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The Salem witch trials, and the many narratives based on them, both contemporaneous and subsequent
discussions, have had a powerful influence on the American national psyche, informing the nation's political
debates and propelling its fears. Perhaps one of the major reasons for the importance of the trials is how they
conceive of and present a narrative of danger. The horror grows in and seems to threaten not just the body
politic, but, perhaps more importantly, the domestic sanctuary. The home and hearth become a contested
ground where good and evil fight for the souls of the inhabitants, or an infection that threatens to spread to
other homes and, eventually, the entire community. The fear of witchcraft or demonic possession reveals not
just a religious mania, but also a level of misogyny. Much has been made of the connections between
witchcraft accusations and midwifery, homeopathy, and other, usually female, pursuits. The link between
midwifery and witchcraft is especially interesting here, however, as it suggests an anxiety linked to notions
of creation and procreation. This book proposes a link between the fears of usurped procreation elicited by
the trials and fears of misdirected or usurped creativity. In many Gothic stories, the authors imagine their
literary creations as children who have been transformed by malignant forces, much as the Puritans of 1692
feared that the devil was transforming their actual children. The home in the Gothic story becomes a warped
version of the sacred domestic space of sentimental literature, and it transforms from refuge to place of
terror. The authors examined here include Nathaniel Hawthorne, Louisa May Alcott, Rose Terry Cooke,
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Shirley Jackson, Stephen King, and Ira Levin.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Atwood:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in American Literature book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer involving The Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in American Literature content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in
American Literature is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Lana Alvis:

This The Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in American Literature is great book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having The Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in American Literature in your hand like having the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten
or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that?

Latashia Bartlett:

Beside that The Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in American Literature in your phone, it can give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have The Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in American Literature because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book along with read it from today!

Gilbert Westmoreland:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you



knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The
Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in American Literature.
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