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For many of the 200,000 black soldiers sent to Europe with the American Expeditionary Forces in World
War I, encounters with French civilians and colonial African troops led them to imagine a world beyond Jim
Crow. They returned home to join activists working to make that world real. In narrating the efforts of
African American soldiers and activists to gain full citizenship rights as recompense for military service,
Adriane Lentz-Smith illuminates how World War I mobilized a generation.

Black and white soldiers clashed as much with one another as they did with external enemies. Race wars
within the military and riots across the United States demonstrated the lengths to which white Americans
would go to protect a carefully constructed caste system. Inspired by Woodrow Wilson's rhetoric of self-
determination but battered by the harsh realities of segregation, African Americans fought their own "war for
democracy," from the rebellions of black draftees in French and American ports to the mutiny of Army
Regulars in Houston, and from the lonely stances of stubborn individuals to organized national campaigns.
African Americans abroad and at home reworked notions of nation and belonging, empire and diaspora,
manhood and citizenship. By war's end, they ceased trying to earn equal rights and resolved to demand them.

This beautifully written book reclaims World War I as a critical moment in the freedom struggle and places
African Americans at the crossroads of social, military, and international history.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Watkins:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War
I. Try to the actual book Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I as your good friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Gerald Stewart:

Here thing why this specific Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Freedom Struggles: African Americans and
World War I giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no e-book that similar with Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I in e-book can be your alternative.

Glenda Rizzo:

This Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I is great publication for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in
ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt this?

Nicholas Tapia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,



except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Freedom Struggles: African
Americans and World War I.
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