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One of the most obvious stylistic features of Athenian black-figure vase painting is the use of color to
differentiate women from men. By comparing ancient art in Egypt and Greece, Tan Men/Pale Women
uncovers the complex history behind the use of color to distinguish between genders, without focusing on
race. Author Mary Ann Eaverly considers the significance of this overlooked aspect of ancient art as an
indicator of underlying societal ideals about the role and status of women. Such a commonplace method of
gender differentiation proved to be a complex and multivalent method for expressing ideas about the
relationship between men and women, a method flexible enough to encompass differing worldviews of
Pharaonic Egypt and Archaic Greece. Does the standard indoor/outdoor explanation—women are light
because they stay indoors—hold true everywhere, or even, in fact, in Greece? How “natural” is color-based
gender differentiation, and, more critically, what relationship does color-based gender differentiation have to
views about women and the construction of gender identity in the ancient societies that use it?

The depiction of dark men and light women can, as in Egypt, symbolize reconcilable opposites and, as in
Greece, seemingly irreconcilable opposites where women are regarded as a distinct species from men.
Eaverly challenges traditional ideas about color and gender in ancient Greek painting, reveals an important
strategy used by Egyptian artists to support pharaonic ideology and the role of women as complementary
opposites to men, and demonstrates that rather than representing an actual difference, skin color marks a
society’s ideological view of the varied roles of male and female.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

The book Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave a very important thing like a book Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic
Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative
Approach has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Todd Quesinberry:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Tan Men/Pale Women:
Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach.

Laura Bradberry:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic
Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out
this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach.

Michael Emery:

You can obtain this Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative
Approach by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more



information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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