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The Russian Empire presented itself to its subjects and the world as an Orthodox state, a patron and defender
of Eastern Christianity. Yet the tsarist regime also lauded itself for granting religious freedoms to its many
heterodox subjects, making 'religious toleration' a core attribute of the state's identity. The Tsar's Foreign
Faiths shows that the resulting tensions between the autocracy's commitments to Orthodoxy and its claims to
toleration became a defining feature of the empire's religious order.

In this panoramic account, Paul W. Werth explores the scope and character of religious freedom for Russia's
diverse non-Orthodox religions, from Lutheranism and Catholicism to Islam and Buddhism. Considering
both rhetoric and practice, he examines discourses of religious toleration and the role of confessional
institutions in the empire's governance. He reveals the paradoxical status of Russia's heterodox faiths as both
established and 'foreign', and explains the dynamics that shaped the fate of newer conceptions of religious
liberty after the mid-nineteenth century. If intellectual change and the shifting character of religious life in
Russia gradually pushed the regime towards the acceptance of freedom of conscience, then statesmen's
nationalist sentiments and their fears of 'politicized' religion impeded this development. Russia's religious
order thus remained beset by contradiction on the eve of the Great War. Based on archival research in five
countries and a vast scholarly literature, The Tsar's Foreign Faiths represents a major contribution to the
history of empire and religion in Russia, and to the study of toleration and religious diversity in Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Tsar's Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate of
Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford Studies in Modern European History). Try to the actual book
The Tsar's Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate of Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford Studies
in Modern European History) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Irving Hansen:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Tsar's Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate
of Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford Studies in Modern European History). You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book The Tsar's Foreign
Faiths: Toleration and the Fate of Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford Studies in Modern
European History). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's study.

Martha Silva:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled The Tsar's Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate of
Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford Studies in Modern European History) can be great book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Samantha Peay:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including



newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the The
Tsar's Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate of Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford Studies in
Modern European History) when you necessary it?
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