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In 1913, the year before he died, Charles J. Hoflund dictated his life story to his grandson, Stanley Hoflund
High. That story is presented here for the first time in its entirety by H. Arnold Barton.

Hoflund was born in Djursdala Parish, Sweden, in 1834, and emigrated to America with his family in 1850.
His life is highly representative of those of most Swedish immigrants during the earliest phase of their great
exodus to America. Unlike other immigrants who recorded their recollections, Hoflund provides a wealth of
fascinating detail about life in his home parish before he departed for America.

He gives a vivid account of the long, harrowing journey to America during the sailing ship era and describes
the early days in the original Swedish "core" settlements around Andover in Henry County, Illinois.
Opportunities came fast on the frontier—the day after the family’s arrival at Andover, Charles was hired to
work for a nearby Yankee farmer, allowing him to earn his keep and contribute to his family’s depleted
assets. Hoflund sought opportunity wherever he could find it. He tells of cutting timber in the Wisconsin
wilderness, rafting down the Mississippi, matching wits with sharp-dealers, farming on the Illinois prairie,
running for political office, and eventually seeking new possibilities in Nebraska.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Kelley:

This book untitled Getting Ahead: A Swedish Immigrant's Reminiscences, 1834-1887 to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication
from your list.

Cathy Lantz:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Getting Ahead: A Swedish Immigrant's
Reminiscences, 1834-1887 can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Jack McCurdy:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Getting Ahead: A Swedish Immigrant's Reminiscences, 1834-
1887 was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.

Shirley Drago:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Getting Ahead: A Swedish Immigrant's Reminiscences, 1834-1887. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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