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No historical event has left as deep an imprint on America's collective memory as the Civil War. In the war's
aftermath, Americans had to embrace and cast off a traumatic past. David Blight explores the perilous path
of remembering and forgetting, and reveals its tragic costs to race relations and America's national reunion.

In 1865, confronted with a ravaged landscape and a torn America, the North and South began a slow and
painful process of reconciliation. The ensuing decades witnessed the triumph of a culture of reunion, which
downplayed sectional division and emphasized the heroics of a battle between noble men of the Blue and the
Gray. Nearly lost in national culture were the moral crusades over slavery that ignited the war, the presence
and participation of African Americans throughout the war, and the promise of emancipation that emerged
from the war. Race and Reunion is a history of how the unity of white America was purchased through the
increasing segregation of black and white memory of the Civil War. Blight delves deeply into the shifting
meanings of death and sacrifice, Reconstruction, the romanticized South of literature, soldiers' reminiscences
of battle, the idea of the Lost Cause, and the ritual of Memorial Day. He resurrects the variety of African-
American voices and memories of the war and the efforts to preserve the emancipationist legacy in the midst
of a culture built on its denial.

Blight's sweeping narrative of triumph and tragedy, romance and realism, is a compelling tale of the politics
of memory, of how a nation healed from civil war without justice. By the early twentieth century, the
problems of race and reunion were locked in mutual dependence, a painful legacy that continues to haunt us
today.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Dall:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Race and Reunion : The Civil War in American
Memory. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Race and Reunion : The Civil War in American Memory. You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

William Marquis:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Race and Reunion : The Civil War in American
Memory can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Nancy Jackson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book Race and Reunion : The Civil War in American Memory was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you wanted.

Alan Robert:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. From the book Race and Reunion : The Civil War in American Memory we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
Race and Reunion : The Civil War in American Memory. You can more inviting than now.
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