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Taiwan aboriginal song has received extensive media coverage since the launch and settlement of a
copyright lawsuit following pop group Enigma's allegedly unauthorized use of Amis voices in the 1996
Olympics hit, Return To Innocence. Taking as her starting point the ripple effects of this case, Shzr Ee Tan
explores the relationship of this song culture to contemporary Amis society. She presents Amis song in its
multiple manifestations as an ecosystem, symbiotic components of which interact and feed back upon one
another in cross-cutting platforms of village life, festival celebration, cultural performance, popular song, art
music and Christian hymnody. Tan's investigation hinges upon drawing a conceptual line between ladhiw,
the Amis term for 'song' - a word vested with connotations of life-force, tradition, ritual and taboo - and the
foreign term of yinyue ('music' - borrowed from Mandarin). This difference forms the basis of how Amis
song is (re)constructed through processes of modernization, Christianization and politico-economic change.
A single Amis melody, for example, can exist in several guises that are contextually exclusive but
functionally mutually-supportive. Thus, a weeding song (ladhiw), which may have lost its traditional context
of existence following advancements in farming technology, becomes sustained within a larger ecosystem,
finding new life on the interacting platforms of Amis Catholic hymnody, karaoke and tourist shows. The
latter genres (collectively, yinyue) may not rely on traditional livelihoods for survival, but thrive on a
traditional melody's deeper associations to local memory and idealized Amis identities. While these new and
old genres are stylistically separate, they feed into each other and back into themselves - through
transforming contexts and cross-referenced memes - in organic and developing cycles of song activity.
Drawing from fieldwork conducted from 2000-2010 as well as a background in ethnomusicology and
journalism, Tan paints a vivid picture of song culture as an ecosystem in the lives of Amis people.
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From reader reviews:

Inocencia Hensley:

The book Beyond 'Innocence': Amis Aboriginal Song in Taiwan as an Ecosystem (SOAS Musicology Series)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the best thing like a book Beyond 'Innocence': Amis Aboriginal Song in Taiwan as an
Ecosystem (SOAS Musicology Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Beyond 'Innocence': Amis Aboriginal Song in Taiwan as an Ecosystem (SOAS Musicology Series) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Alexander:

The reserve with title Beyond 'Innocence': Amis Aboriginal Song in Taiwan as an Ecosystem (SOAS
Musicology Series) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read
this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read this anywhere you want.

Dominic Loflin:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Beyond 'Innocence': Amis Aboriginal Song in Taiwan as an Ecosystem
(SOAS Musicology Series) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Jennifer Wetzel:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Beyond 'Innocence': Amis Aboriginal Song in Taiwan as an



Ecosystem (SOAS Musicology Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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