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The Order of Christ Sophia (OCS) is a small New Religion which, in the short span of eight years, has
evoked intense controversy. An unusual synthesis of traditional Catholicism, esoteric cosmology, and
psychology, the OCS already has centers in a dozen major cities in the United States. Thus far, however, it
has eluded the attention of scholars of alternative religions. An offshoot of an earlier group, the Holy Order
of MANS, the OCS developed a distinctive set of beliefs and practices that set it apart from the mother faith.
It has cultivated some curious and provocative features for a Christian-based religion, including the elevation
of women to full participation and status within the evolving sacred order. Its treatment of gender is
refreshingly egalitarian; women can be priests, and Mary is deified and given equal status with Jesus.
Another unusual feature of the group is its emphasis on introspection and intensive psychological and
emotional work for all members. Beyond surveying the history, doctrines and practices of this unusual
group, Lewis brings data from his study of the OCS to bear on many items of conventional wisdom in the
New Religions field. He shows, for example, that far from joining the Order in response to a 'youth crisis,'
the average age of new OCS members is 37. This and a number of other characteristics of the OCS
membership challenge generally accepted conclusions about recruits to New Religions. Lewis also examines
how various theoretical models, such as Rodney Stark's influential model of religious 'success,' pan out when
applied to the OCS. In addition to the six core chapters of the book authored by Lewis, three other experts
contribute chapters on: the results of personality and I.Q. tests administered to member; membership
attitudes; comparison of OCS with mainstream denominations; and sex roles in the OCS.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Marcum:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Children of Jesus and Mary: The Order
of Christ Sophia will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with
you?

Lawrence Gibbs:

Here thing why that Children of Jesus and Mary: The Order of Christ Sophia are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. Children of Jesus and Mary: The Order of Christ Sophia giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with
Children of Jesus and Mary: The Order of Christ Sophia. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should
you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Children of Jesus and Mary: The
Order of Christ Sophia in e-book can be your option.

Lori Whitten:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Children of Jesus and Mary: The Order
of Christ Sophia book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Willie Bergeron:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Children of Jesus and Mary:
The Order of Christ Sophia is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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