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During the nineteenth century, Methodist camp meetings -- woodland revivals lasting several days --
flourished throughout the United States. These tented villages often evolved into permanent communities
with unique campground cottages and distinctive spatial configurations. The Wesleyan Grove camp meeting,
founded on Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, in 1835, is the premier example of this distinctive American
design. Anonymous planners and builders at the site innovated the richly decorated miniature cottages and
maze-like layouts that were replicated at dozens of late Victorian campgrounds across the country. In 1867,
Oak Bluffs, a planned resort that mimicked the eccentric architecture of Wesleyan Grove, was laid out next
to the already famous camp meeting. Together, these two extraordinary communities generated a sense of
otherworldliness, a magical environment that remains virtually unchanged today. Now in paperback, City in
the Woods chronicles the growth of Wesleyan Grove from a few tents in the wilderness to famed city of
cottages, and of Oak Bluffs, the "fairyland" next door. Ellen Weiss probes the ways in which the social and
religious ideals of nineteenth-century evangelism spawned this remarkable place, traces the history of its
physical forms, and recalls how the site was observed by visitors in its own time. She suggests that the
continuing American propensity to live in nature, in the suburbs, is rooted in the spiritual strength of the
camp meeting and the astonishing community type it generated. Weiss's charming and absorbing account
will appeal to architectural, cultural, and religious historians as well as to Vineyard tourists and residents
enchanted with this unique city.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Pearson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the City In The Woods: The Life and Design of an
American Camp Meeting on Martha's Vineyard is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Esther Cunningham:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love City In The Woods: The Life and Design of an
American Camp Meeting on Martha's Vineyard, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Haley Thacker:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for
your requirements is City In The Woods: The Life and Design of an American Camp Meeting on Martha's
Vineyard this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top list in your reading list will be City In The Woods: The Life and Design of an American
Camp Meeting on Martha's Vineyard. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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