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The presidential election of 1848, known as the Free Soil election, marked the emergence of antislavery
sentiment as a determining political force on a national scale. In this book Joseph G. Rayback provides the
first comprehensive history of the campaign and the election, documenting his analysis with contemporary
letters and newspaper accounts.

The progress of the campaign is examined in light of the Free Soil movement: agitation for Free Soil
candidates and platforms at the national conventions proved ineffective, and the nominations of Zachary
Taylor and Lewis Cass completed the major parties' alienation of the various antislavery groups. Thwarted in
their attempts to capture the national parties, the Free-Soilers formed a massive coalition, which met in
Buffalo, and formally created the Free Soil party, nominating their own candidate, ex-President Martin Van
Buren. The Whigs and the Democrats, forced by the new party to take a position on the touchy slavery
question, attempted to use Free Soil to elect their candidates?in the North by claiming, it in the South by
disclaiming it.

Rayback concludes that the Free Soil election was one of the most significant in American history, a turning
point in national politics that marked the end of the Jacksonian Era. Although Taylor was elected president,
Van Buren took about ten percent of the popular vote away from the Whigs and the Democrats. It was the
first presidential election in which a third party made substantial inroads on major party loyalties, one in
which the electorate indicated a desire for a moderate solution to the problem of slavery extension?a solution
that was attempted by the Thirty-first Congress with its Compromise of 1850.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

This Free Soil: The Election of 1848 tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The reason of this Free Soil: The Election of 1848 can be one of many great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that
maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Free Soil: The Election of 1848
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jane Rich:

The reserve untitled Free Soil: The Election of 1848 is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Free Soil: The Election of 1848 from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
free time.

Daniel Trimble:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Free Soil: The Election of
1848 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you may pick Free Soil: The Election of 1848 become your own personal starter.

Ashley Robinette:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Free Soil: The Election of 1848 to make your own
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the book
Free Soil: The Election of 1848 can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of that time.
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