
Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage
and Political Risks

Adjunct Professor Michael Gardner

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=0809324253
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=0809324253
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=0809324253


Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political
Risks

Adjunct Professor Michael Gardner

Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risks Adjunct Professor Michael Gardner

Given his background, President Truman was an unlikely champion of civil rights. Where he grew up—the
border state of Missouri—segregation was accepted and largely unquestioned. Both his maternal and
paternal grandparents had owned slaves, and his mother, victimized by Yankee forces, railed against
Abraham Lincoln for the remainder of her ninety-four years. When Truman assumed the presidency on April
12, 1945, Michael R. Gardner points out, Washington, DC, in many ways resembled Cape Town, South
Africa, under apartheid rule circa 1985.

 

Truman’s background notwithstanding, Gardner shows that it was Harry Truman—not Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Dwight D. Eisenhower, or John F. Kennedy—who energized the modern civil rights movement, a
movement that basically had stalled since Abraham Lincoln had freed the slaves. Gardner recounts Truman’s
public and private actions regarding black Americans. He analyzes speeches, private conversations with
colleagues, the executive orders that shattered federal segregation policies, and the appointments of like-
minded civil rights activists to important positions. Among those appointments was the first black federal
judge in the continental United States.

            

One of Gardner’s essential and provocative points is that the Frederick Moore Vinson Supreme Court—a
court significantly shaped by Truman—provided the legal basis for the nationwide integration that Truman
could not get through the Congress. Challenging the myth that the civil rights movement began with Brown
v. Board of Education under Chief Justice Earl Warren, Gardner contends that the life-altering civil rights
rulings by the Vinson Court provided the necessary legal framework for the landmark Brown v. Board of
Education decision.

 

Gardner characterizes Truman’s evolution from a man who grew up in a racist household into a president
willing to put his political career at mortal risk by actively supporting the interests of black Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will
bring one to imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge
to some others. When you read this Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risks, you
could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a publication.

Mary Williams:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People is
human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time coming to
an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be
your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read will be Harry Truman and Civil
Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risks.

Howard Benedict:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral
Courage and Political Risks. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Vincent Olson:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risks. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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