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Work by black artists today is almost uniformly understood in terms of its "blackness," with audiences often
expecting or requiring it to "represent" the race. In How to See a Work of Art in Total Darkness, Darby
English shows how severely such expectations limit the scope of our knowledge about this work and how
different it looks when approached on its own terms. Refusing to grant racial blackness -- his metaphorical
"total darkness" -- primacy over his subjects' other concerns and contexts, he brings to light problems and
possibilities that arise when questions of artistic priority and freedom come into contact, or even conflict,
with those of cultural obligation. English examines the integrative and interdisciplinary strategies of five
contemporary artists -- Kara Walker, Fred Wilson, Isaac Julien, Glenn Ligon, and William Pope.L --
stressing the ways in which this work at once reflects and alters our view of its informing context: the advent
of postmodernity in late twentieth-century American art and culture.

The necessity for "black art" comes both from antiblack racism and resistances to it, from both segregation
and efforts to imagine an autonomous domain of black culture. Yet to judge by the work of many
contemporary practitioners, English writes, black art is increasingly less able -- and black artists less willing
-- to maintain its standing as a realm apart. Through close examinations of Walker's controversial silhouettes'
insubordinate reply to pictorial tradition, Wilson's and Julien's distinct approaches to institutional critique,
Ligon's text paintings' struggle with modernisms, and Pope.L's vexing performance interventions, English
grounds his contention that to understand this work is to displace race from its central location in our
interpretation and to grant right of way to the work's historical, cultural, and aesthetic specificity.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hamann:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book How to See a Work of Art in Total
Darkness (MIT Press). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

John Beaulieu:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is
this How to See a Work of Art in Total Darkness (MIT Press).

Betty Serrano:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually How to See a Work of Art in Total Darkness (MIT Press). This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Glen Bass:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the How to See a Work of Art in Total Darkness (MIT Press) when you essential it?
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