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"They went down by twos and threes. Usually, they made an effort to rise. I never can forget their groans and
strangled breathing as they tried to get up. Some succeeded. Others lay lifelessly where they had fallen.. I
observed that the Jap guards paid no attention to these. I wondered why. The explanation wasn't long in
coming. There was a sharp crackle of pistol and rifle fire behind us.” – Captain William Dyess

On December 7th, 1941, the Japanese military engaged in a preemptive strike against the American Pacific
fleet stationed at Pearl Harbor, but they also began maneuvers to attack the American controlled Philippines.
Although General Douglas A. MacArthur and Allied forces tried to hold out, they could only fight a delaying
action, and the Japanese managed to subdue all resistance by the spring of 1942. However, in the aftermath
of Japan’s successful invasion, as the nation’s military strategists began preparations for the next phase of
military actions in the theater, their forces had to deal with a critical logistical problem they had not foreseen.
The Japanese had to deal with large numbers of Filipino and American soldiers who had surrendered after a
lengthy defense in the Bataan peninsula, but they were not prepared for so many prisoners of war because
their own military philosophy emphasized rigid discipline and fighting until the end. They could not imagine
a situation in which Japanese soldiers would willingly surrender, so they assumed that no other combatants
would do so either.

Although the Bataan Death March would become synonymous with brutality and are still widely viewed as
an atrocity, Japanese plans called for an orderly removal of the prisoners by foot, truck and rail into central
Luzon so that they could quickly use Bataan as a launching point to attack the island of Corregidor, thus
clearing the entrance to Manila Bay and gaining a key location for naval operations in the Pacific. In fact,
Japanese plans did not call for any sort of brutality toward the prisoners; orders coming down from military
leaders described potential interactions between Japanese soldiers and POWs as occurring with a “friendly
spirit.” The atrocities that occurred during the Bataan death march were instead due to poor planning and the
brutality of individual Japanese soldiers who themselves were harshly treated within the Japanese military
regime and did not understand soldiers who surrendered. In conjunction with that, an inability or
unwillingness on the part of Japanese commanders at Luzon, and especially by General Masaharu Homma,
to act against the suffering of Filipino and American POWs led to the harsh conditions of both the march out
of Bataan and the experience within Japanese internment camps.

In terms of the death toll, an estimated 9,000 Filipino and 1,000 American prisoners died during the march
alone. For the Pacific Theater as a whole, 37% of all prisoners of war died while in captivity. At the
conclusion of the war, a war crimes tribunal found the Japanese officers in charge of prisoner-of-war
operations in the Philippines guilty. Most notably, General Homma was found guilty of crimes against
humanity, and on April 3, 1946, he was executed by firing squad near Manila. Several other Japanese
military officials were also found guilty by the tribunal and executed for their roles in the treatment of
American and Filipino prisoners of war.



The Bataan Death March chronicles the horrific trials and tribulations experienced by the prisoners of war.
Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the death march like never
before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

David Hyman:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Bataan Death March: Life and Death in the
Philippines During World War II can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Rosemarie Sanders:

The Bataan Death March: Life and Death in the Philippines During World War II can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Bataan Death March: Life and Death in the Philippines During
World War II however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial considering.

Richard Haley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Bataan Death March: Life and
Death in the Philippines During World War II book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Bataan
Death March: Life and Death in the Philippines During World War II as good book not merely by the cover
but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Daniel White:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this The Bataan Death March: Life and Death in the Philippines During World War II can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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