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Are corporations citizens? Is political inequality a necessary aspect of a democracy or something that must
be stamped out? These are the questions that have been at the heart of the debate surrounding campaign
finance reform for nearly half a century. But as Robert E. Mutch demonstrates in this fascinating book, these
were not always controversial matters. The tenets that corporations do not count as citizens, and that self-
government functions best by reducing political inequality, were commonly heldup until the early years of
the twentieth century, when Congress recognized the strength of these principles by prohibiting corporations
from making campaign contributions, passing a disclosure law, and setting limits on campaign expenditures.
But conservative opposition began to appear in the 1970s. Well represented on the Supreme Court,
opponents of campaign finance reform won decisions granting First Amendment rights to corporations, and
declaring the goal of reducing political inequality to be unconstitutional. Buying the Vote analyzes the rise
and decline of campaign finance reform by tracking the evolution of both the ways in which presidential
campaigns have been funded since the late nineteenth century. Through close examinations of major
Supreme Court decisions, Mutch shows how the Court has fashioned a new and profoundly inegalitarian
definition of American democracy. Drawing on rarely studied archival materials on presidential campaign
finance funds, Buying the Vote is an illuminating look at politics, money, and power in America.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Barnes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Buying the Vote: A History of Campaign Finance Reform. Try to
stumble through book Buying the Vote: A History of Campaign Finance Reform as your friend. It means that
it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Sheila Nathan:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Buying the Vote: A History of Campaign
Finance Reform to read.

Gavin Wilkins:

This book untitled Buying the Vote: A History of Campaign Finance Reform to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Jeff Jones:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Buying the Vote: A History of Campaign Finance
Reform why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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