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Ancient Greece first coined the concept of "democracy," yet almost every major ancient Greek thinker-from
Plato and Aristotle onwards- was ambivalent towards or even hostile to democracy in any form. The
explanation for this is quite simple: the elite perceived majority power as tantamount to a dictatorship of the
proletariat.

In ancient Greece there can be traced not only the rudiments of modern democratic society but the entire
Western tradition of anti-democratic thought. In Democracy, Paul Cartledge provides a detailed history of
this ancient political system. In addition, by drawing out the salient differences between ancient and modern
forms of democracy he enables a richer understanding of both.

Cartledge contends that there is no one "ancient Greek democracy" as pure and simple as is often believed.
Democracy surveys the emergence and development of Greek politics, the invention of political theory, and-
intimately connected to the latter- the birth of democracy, first at Athens in c. 500 bce and then at its greatest
flourishing in the Greek world 150 years later. Cartledge then traces the decline of genuinely democratic
Greek institutions at the hands of the Macedonians and-subsequently and decisively-the Romans.
Throughout, he sheds light on the variety of democratic practices in the classical world as well as on their
similarities to and dissimilarities from modern democratic forms, from the American and French revolutions
to contemporary political thought. Authoritative and accessible, Cartledge's book will be regarded as the best
account of ancient democracy and its long afterlife for many years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Daria Gertz:

Here thing why that Democracy: A Life are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Democracy: A Life giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no reserve that similar with Democracy: A Life. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Democracy: A Life in e-book can be
your option.

Christopher Patterson:

This Democracy: A Life tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Democracy: A Life can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Democracy: A Life forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Brenda Carey:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Democracy: A Life can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have
those short time problems.

Evan Miller:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Democracy: A Life can give you a lot of close
friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Democracy: A Life.
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