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Vincent Descombes brings together an astonishingly large body of philosophical and anthropological
thought to present a thoroughgoing critique of contemporary cognitivism and to develop a powerful new
philosophy of the mind.

Beginning with a critical examination of American cognitivism and French structuralism, Descombes
launches a more general critique of all philosophies that view the mind in strictly causal terms and suppose
that the brain--and not the person--thinks. Providing a broad historical perspective, Descombes draws
surprising links between cognitivism and earlier anthropological projects, such as Lévi-Strauss's work on the
symbolic status of myths. He identifies as incoherent both the belief that mental states are detached from the
world and the idea that states of mind are brain states; these assumptions beg the question of the relation
between mind and brain.

In place of cognitivism, Descombes offers an anthropologically based theory of mind that emphasizes the
mind's collective nature. Drawing on Wittgenstein, he maintains that mental acts are properly attributed to
the person, not the brain, and that states of mind, far from being detached from the world, require a historical
and cultural context for their very intelligibility.

Available in English for the first time, this is the most outstanding work of one of France's finest
contemporary philosophers. It provides a much-needed link between the continental and Anglo-American
traditions, and its impact will extend beyond philosophy to anthropology, psychology, critical theory, and
French studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Block:

The book The Mind's Provisions: A Critique of Cognitivism (New French Thought Series) make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book The Mind's Provisions: A Critique of Cognitivism (New French Thought Series) to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a
guide The Mind's Provisions: A Critique of Cognitivism (New French Thought Series). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
book?

Angela Hurd:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely The Mind's Provisions: A Critique of Cognitivism (New French Thought Series).

Mark Bunnell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Mind's Provisions: A Critique of
Cognitivism (New French Thought Series), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Bradford Padgett:

This The Mind's Provisions: A Critique of Cognitivism (New French Thought Series) is fresh way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The Mind's Provisions: A Critique of Cognitivism (New French Thought Series) can be the light food for
you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a



reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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