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In the early years of the Cold War, one voice of dissent regarding United States foreign policy came from an
unexpected source. The National Farmers Union criticized the Truman administration for what it saw as an
advancement of American imperialism, a denial of the prerogatives of other nations in world affairs, and an
inaccurate view of Soviet communism's threat to world peace.

Bruce Field here explores the people and events of a little-studied episode in American history by describing
how the leadership of the Farmers Union split over the Korean War. When the organization was faced with
accusations of being communist sympathizers, NFU national president Jim Patton chose to support the war
while a splinter group led by Iowa Farmers Union president Fred Stover continued to protest American
involvement.

Harvest of Dissent traces the tension that gripped America's heartland in the early 1950s as American
farmers spoke their minds about their country's foreign policy. Drawing heavily on both Patton's and Stover's
papers as well as on interviews with members of the NFU, Field presents an engaging study of the two men's
leadership styles and personalities as he relates the infighting that tore apart this organization and the effects
it had on both domestic and foreign affairs.

By examining such issues as the state of U.S. agriculture in the postwar years and the relationship between
Patton and presidential candidate Henry Wallace in the 1948 election, Field establishes a context for
understanding the NFU split. He argues that Patton was ultimately more concerned about the welfare of his
organization than about ideological issues, acknowledging that if the NFU continued to criticize American
policy it would lose influence and could even collapse.

A revealing study in political intolerance, Harvest of Dissent provides an insightful look at the role one
group of farmers played during a crucial time in American history and the impact those times had on the
union's future. It shows how even a relatively small organization can gain prominence on the national stage
and offers a view of the Cold War from an unusual vantage point.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Pepper:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and
the Early Cold War (American Political Thought) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Aaron Powers:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Harvest of Dissent: The National
Farmers Union and the Early Cold War (American Political Thought) book written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and the Early Cold War (American Political
Thought) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break
don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Francis Pilkington:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union
and the Early Cold War (American Political Thought) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and the Early Cold War (American
Political Thought) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading that will.

Kathryn Cortez:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. With the book Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and the Early Cold War (American
Political Thought) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life by this book Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and the Early Cold
War (American Political Thought). You can more pleasing than now.
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