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After World War II, leading western powers focused their attention on fighting the "Red Menace,"
Communism. Today, as terrorist activity is increasingly linked to militant Islamism, some politicians and
scholars fear a "Green Menace," a Pan-Islamic totalitarian movement fueled by monolithic religious
ideology. Such fears have no foundation in history, according to Vartan Gregorian. In this succinct, powerful
survey of Islam, Gregorian focuses on Muslim diversity and division, portraying the faith and its people as a
mosaic, not a monolith. The book begins with an accessible overview of Islam's tenets, institutions,
evolution, and historical role. Gregorian traces its origins and fundamental principles, from Muhammad's call
to faith nearly 1,400 years ago to the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in World War I, and the subsequent
abolition of the Caliphate. He focuses particular attention on the intense struggle between modernists and
traditionalists, interaction between religion and nationalism, and key developments that have caused bitter
divisions among Muslim nations and states: the partitions of Palestine, the break up and Islamization of
Pakistan, the 1978 revolution in Iran, and the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Today Islamist views
range across the entire spectra of religious and political thought, and Islamism is anything but a unified
movement. While religious extremists have attempted to form a confederacy of like-minded radicals in many
countries, much of the Muslim population lives in relatively modern, secular states. Gregorian urges
Westerners to distinguish between activist Islamist parties, which promote—sometimes violently—Islam as
an ideology in a theocratic state, and Islamic parties, whose traditional members want their secular political
systems to co-exist with the moral principles of their religion. Gregorian emphasizes the importance of
religion in today's world and urges states,societies, and intellectuals to intervene in order to prevent Islam--as
well as other religions--from becoming the political tool of various parties and states. He recommends
continuing dialogues between modernist and traditionalist Muslims, as well as among the educated, secular
elite and their clerical counterparts. He also urges U.S.-led efforts to engage and better understand the
diversity of Muslim communities in the United States and the world. Lamenting widespread U.S. ignorance
of the world's fastest-growing religion, Gregorian calls on "enlightened citizens" to promote international
understanding, tolerance, and peace.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Islam: A Mosaic, Not a Monolith is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Albert Christensen:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Islam: A Mosaic, Not a Monolith, you are able to enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Carla Arbogast:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer may be Islam: A Mosaic, Not a Monolith why because the great cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Rana Jensen:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Islam: A Mosaic, Not a Monolith when you required it?
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