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“’Tis God gives skill, but not without men’s hands: He could not make Antonio Stradivari’s violins
without Antonio.”
–George Eliot

Antonio Stradivari (1644—1737) was a perfectionist whose single-minded pursuit of excellence changed the
world of music. In the course of his long career in the northern Italian city of Cremona, he created more than
a thousand stringed instruments; approximately six hundred survive. In this fascinating book, Toby Faber
traces the rich, multilayered stories of six of these peerless instruments–five violins and a cello–and the one
towering artist who brought them into being.

Blending history, biography, meticulous detective work, and an abiding passion for music, Faber embarks on
an absorbing journey as he follows some of the most prized instruments of all time. Mysteries and
unanswered questions proliferate from the outset–starting with the enigma of Antonio Stradivari himself.
What made this apparently unsophisticated craftsman so special? Why were his techniques not maintained
by his successors? How is it that even two and a half centuries after his death, no one has succeeded in
matching the purity, depth, and delicacy of a Stradivarius?

In Faber’s illuminating narrative, each of the six fabled instruments becomes a character in its own right–a
living entity cherished by artists, bought and sold by princes and plutocrats, coveted, collected, hidden, lost,
copied, and occasionally played by a musician whose skill matches its maker’s.

Here is the fabulous Viotti, named for the virtuoso who enchanted all Paris in the 1780s, only to fall foul of
the French Revolution. Paganini supposedly made a pact with the devil to transform the art of the violin–and
by the end of his life he owned eleven Strads. Then there’s the Davidov cello, fashioned in 1712 and lovingly
handed down through a succession of celebrated artists until, in the 1980s, it passed into the capable hands of
Yo-Yo Ma.

From the salons of Vienna to the concert halls of New York, from the breakthroughs of Beethoven’s last
quartets to the first phonographic recordings, Faber unfolds a narrative magnificent in its range and brilliant
in its detail. “A great violin is alive,” said Yehudi Menuhin of his own Stradivarius. In the pages of this
book, Faber invites us to share the life, the passion, the intrigue, and the incomparable beauty of the world’s
most marvelous stringed instruments.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Paul:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Stradivari's
Genius: Five Violins, One Cello, and Three Centuries of Enduring Perfection? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ernest Keeler:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Stradivari's Genius: Five Violins, One
Cello, and Three Centuries of Enduring Perfection to read.

Tonya Deschamps:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Stradivari's Genius: Five Violins, One Cello, and
Three Centuries of Enduring Perfection is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Crystal Lavigne:

Typically the book Stradivari's Genius: Five Violins, One Cello, and Three Centuries of Enduring Perfection
will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Stradivari's Genius: Five
Violins, One Cello, and Three Centuries of Enduring Perfection is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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