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The Baltimore and Ohio. The New York Central. The Canadian Northern. The Union Pacific. The Atchison,
Topeka, and Santa Fe. The names of the great North American railroads are part of a remarkable story of
technological achievement and economic progress. They evoke the romance and optimism of decades of
westward expansion--and they recall the railroad's inescapable ties to the continent's geography.

A uniquely North American rail technology In The North American Railroad, James Vance offers a
sweeping account of how the railways transformed the continent. He challenges the commonly held belief
that a single rail technology spread from Britain to the rest of the world. Instead, he argues, two distinct
traditions of railroad building and utilization developed simultaneously--beginning in Britain around 1825
and in the United States around 1830.

The world's greatest system of railroads

By 1917 the North American railnet had transformed the continent and become the most comprehensive in
the world with a quarter of the world's trackage built in the United States alone, and a third in the U.S. and
Canada combined. Illustrated with more than one hundred maps, diagrams, and historical photographs, The
North American Railroad is the definitive account of that extraordinary achievement--and what it meant for
the people and landscape of the continent.

"In this original and authoritative work, Vance argues that the railroad in North America is a distinct
indigenous creation and not an importation from Britain and Europe. His combined familiarity with
railroading, routes and cities, facilities, and North American geography is unsurpassed and the result is quite
unlike anything in the historical or specialist literature."--Donald Meinig, Syracuse University

"No previous book has presented the over-all picture of the development of the North American railroad
network with Vance's emphasis on the reciprocal relationships among the economic and technological
conditions on the one hand and the geographic aspects of development on the other. The scope of the
presentation is virtually encyclopedic -- and there is no doubt that the book will quickly become a standard
reference on the subject." -- Harold M. Mayer, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
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From reader reviews:

Lula Estes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The North American Railroad: Its Origin, Evolution, and
Geography (Creating the North American Landscape). Try to face the book The North American Railroad:
Its Origin, Evolution, and Geography (Creating the North American Landscape) as your pal. It means that it
can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Lisa Alaniz:

The e-book with title The North American Railroad: Its Origin, Evolution, and Geography (Creating the
North American Landscape) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Marcella Baird:

The book untitled The North American Railroad: Its Origin, Evolution, and Geography (Creating the North
American Landscape) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read
the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice study.

Brandy Felts:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is The North American Railroad: Its Origin, Evolution, and Geography
(Creating the North American Landscape) this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book.



This is why this book ideal all of you.
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