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The Literary Agenda is a series of short polemical monographs about the importance of literature and of
reading in the wider world and about the state of literary education inside schools and universities. The
category of "the literary" has always been contentious. What is clear, however, is how increasingly it is
dismissed or is unrecognized as a way of thinking or an arena for thought. It is skeptically challenged from
within, for example, by the sometimes rival claims of cultural history, contextualized explanation, or media
studies. It is shaken from without by even greater pressures: by economic exigency and the severe social
attitudes that can follow from it; by technological change that may leave the traditional forms of serious
human communication looking merely antiquated. For just these reasons this is the right time for renewal, to
start reinvigorated work into the meaning and value of literary reading.

The Novel: A Survival Skill is the fruit of a lifetime's search for a different, more immediate, but again
systematic and serious way of talking about literature. Developed over many years, it offers a completely
new account of the relationship between a writer, his or her work, and the reader. As such it radically
undermines traditional literary criticism and the various criteria used for evaluating a work of fiction.
Drawing on ideas from systemic psychology, Tim Parks suggests that both the content and style of a
novelist's work, the kind of stories told and the way in which they are told, form part of a more general
strategy or simply habit of communication that the novelist has learned within his or her family of origin.
The reader reacts to these in very much the same way he or she would react to the same communicative
strategy in a real life encounter, different readers reacting differently depending on their own backgrounds
and habits of communication.

Looking at the different value structures that can dominate in any family--good/evil,
independence/dependence, success/failure, belonging/exclusion--this book looks at how a number of major
writers position themselves within these value structures, how this positioning is manifest in their writing,
and how readers have responded to this depending on their own positioning in the same semantics. Thomas
Hardy, for example, a man eager to believe himself courageous but terrified of the consequences of any
socially "unacceptable" behavior, constructs stories which are courageous in their willingness to debate
difficult issues, but which constantly suggest that any attempt to behave courageously is condemned to
disaster. Hardy, as it were, imprisons himself in a world where it is folly to take risks. He is thus exceedingly
conservative in his life, while at the same time able to think of himself as courageous in his writing. The
Novel: A Survival Skill looks at the way different readers in different periods respond to this depending on
their own position with regard to fear, courage, social convention and so on.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Novel: A Survival Skill: The Literary Agenda. Try to stumble through
book The Novel: A Survival Skill: The Literary Agenda as your pal. It means that it can being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Eric Lowe:

The book The Novel: A Survival Skill: The Literary Agenda can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book The
Novel: A Survival Skill: The Literary Agenda? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book The Novel: A Survival Skill: The Literary Agenda has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

David Mandujano:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Novel: A
Survival Skill: The Literary Agenda suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this
era. The book untitled The Novel: A Survival Skill: The Literary Agendais the one of several books this
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world with this book.

Steven Hackett:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Novel: A Survival Skill: The Literary
Agenda is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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