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Gnostic America is a reading of current American culture, politics, and religious life according to the ancient
movement known as Gnosticism. In it, Peter M Burfeind builds off the foundations of Hans Jonas, Denis de
Rougement, Norman Cohn, William Voegelin, Carl Jung, and Harold Bloom, each of whom saw the effects
of Gnosticism in contemporary American (and Western) life. He explores the spiritual mechanisms going on
behind everything from transgenderism to so-called "contemporary worship," from the deconstructionist
movement to the role pop music and media have in our culture, from progressive politics to the Emergent
Church. Particularly challenging is Burfeind's claim that both progressivism and Neo-evangelicalism --
seemingly at odds in the "culture wars" -- actually share the same Gnostic roots. Burfeind's book is a tour de
force through contemporary rock, pop, movies, television, politics, and religion showing how many of the
values driving these cultural elements are informed by the ancient esoteric teachings of Gnosticism. Burfeind
marshals a ton of surprising evidence to make his case, taking us through ancient and Medieval history,
through the Enlightenment and Romantic periods, to today. Those willing to grapple with the philosophical
and spiritual positions of the fathers of contemporary American life will be rewarded. Gnostic America is a
must read for those who sense a new "spiritual but not religious" religion has arisen in America, but who
can't put their finger on what exactly this religion is. Burfeind commits the sacrilege of defining a religion
that claims to be "beyond" definition. More importantly, he poses the question, if the spiritual trends of
contemporary culture are indeed a religion, what First Amendment safeguards remain for those who haven't
"evolved" with the emerging new consciousness, but choose to remain stuck in supposedly retrograde
paradigms of thought?
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From reader reviews:

Vera Forde:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Gnostic America: A
Reading of Contemporary American Culture & Religion according to Christianity's Oldest Heresy? Maybe it
is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Suanne Barnwell:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book Gnostic America: A Reading of Contemporary American Culture &
Religion according to Christianity's Oldest Heresy has been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Gnostic America: A
Reading of Contemporary American Culture & Religion according to Christianity's Oldest Heresy is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Gnostic America: A Reading
of Contemporary American Culture & Religion according to Christianity's Oldest Heresy. You never feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Dianne Roy:

The guide with title Gnostic America: A Reading of Contemporary American Culture & Religion according
to Christianity's Oldest Heresy has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Sandra Easley:

This Gnostic America: A Reading of Contemporary American Culture & Religion according to Christianity's
Oldest Heresy is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Gnostic America: A
Reading of Contemporary American Culture & Religion according to Christianity's Oldest Heresy in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer



you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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