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Neville Florian Usborne entered the Royal Navy as a cadet in 1897. In the years between him joining up and
the outbreak of the First World War, he engaged in a huge number of enterprises and endeavors. Praise and
respect garnered in accordance with his achievements all helped to establish his reputation in later years as
an 'irreplaceable' pioneer and a leading light of early British airship design. His fertile imagination and
enterprising spirit fused to form a dynamic personality, able in wartime to draw up countless schemes in an
effort to outwit the enemy.

His chief task during the Great War was to dream up new tactics and designs to combat the Zeppelin
menace, perceived as one of the most damaging threats of the entire conflict. He was also deeply involved in
the design of the very successful SS and Coastal Class airships; indeed, during 1915 he was actually
appointed Inspector Commander of Airships at the Admiralty. Unfortunately, his illustrious career was
destined to be cut short in 1916 when he was killed testing a prototype of one of his own designs. This new
biography seeks to shine a light on an overlooked pioneer of early aviation and it does so in entertaining and
reverential style. The importance of Usborne the pioneer is made plain; as one of his contemporaries
commented upon his death “No one can talk of the early days of British airship design without mention of
his name and work. A personality was lost on that February day which was irreplaceable.”
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From reader reviews:

Leif Gibbs:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Lighter-than-Air:
The Life and Times of Wing Commander N.F. Usborne RN, Pioneer of Naval Aviation. All type of book can
you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Lula Day:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be Lighter-than-Air: The Life and Times of Wing Commander N.F. Usborne
RN, Pioneer of Naval Aviation why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Brandi Johnson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. Lighter-than-Air: The Life and Times of Wing Commander N.F. Usborne RN,
Pioneer of Naval Aviation can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time
problems.

Ian Hall:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lighter-than-Air: The Life and Times
of Wing Commander N.F. Usborne RN, Pioneer of Naval Aviation can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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