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Skylark is the story of the tormented but glorious life and career of Johnny Mercer, and the first biography of
this enormously popular and influential lyricist. Raised in Savannah, Mercer brought a quintessentially
southern style to both his life in New York and to his lyrics, which often evoked the landscapes and mood of
his youth ("Moon River", "In the Cool, Cool, Cool of the Evening"). Mercer also absorbed the music of
southern blacks--the lullabies his nurse sang to him as a baby and the spirituals that poured out of Savannah's
churches-and that cool smooth lyrical style informed some of his greatest songs, such as "That Old Black
Magic".

Part of a golden guild whose members included Cole Porter and Irving Berlin, Mercer took Hollywood by
storm in the midst of the Great Depression. Putting words to some of the most famous tunes of the time, he
wrote one hit after another, from "You Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby" to "Jeepers Creepers" and
"Hooray for Hollywood." But it was also in Hollywood that Mercer's dark underside emerged. Sober, he was
a kind, generous and at times even noble southern gentleman; when he drank, Mercer tore into friends and
strangers alike with vicious abuse. Mercer's wife Ginger, whom he'd bested Bing Crosby to win, suffered the
cruelest attacks; Mercer would even improvise cutting lyrics about her at parties.

During World War II, Mercer served as Americas's troubadour, turning out such uplifting songs as "My
Shining Hour" and "Ac-cent-tchu-ate the Positive." He also helped create Capitol Records, the first major
West Coast recording company, where he discovered many talented singers, including Peggy Lee and Nat
King Cole. During this period, he also began an intense affair with Judy Garland, which rekindled time and
again for the rest of their lives. Although they never found happiness together, Garland became Mercer's
muse and inspired some of his most sensuous and heartbreaking lyrics: "Blues in the Night," "One for My
Baby," and "Come Rain or Come Shine."

Mercer amassed a catalog of over a thousand songs and during some years had a song in the Top Ten every
week of the year--the songwriting equivalent of Joe DiMaggio's hitting streak--but was plagued by a sense of
failure and bitterness over the big Broadway hit that seemed forever out of reach.

Based on scores of interviews with friends, family and colleagues, and drawing extensively on Johnny
Mercer's letters, papers and his unpublished autobiography, Skylark is an important book about one of the
great and dramatic characters in 20th century popular music.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Aldridge:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Skylark: The Life and Times of
Johnny Mercer book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Peggy Hardman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Skylark: The Life and Times of
Johnny Mercer that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you could pick Skylark: The Life and Times of Johnny Mercer become your personal starter.

Thomas Baldwin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for your requirements is Skylark: The Life and Times of Johnny Mercer this publication consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Ruth Vigue:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
Skylark: The Life and Times of Johnny Mercer. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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