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The Bell System dominated telecommunications in the United States and Canada for most of the twentieth
century, but its monopoly was not inevitable. In the decades around 1900, ordinary citizens—farmers,
doctors, small-town entrepreneurs—established tens of thousands of independent telephone systems,
stringing their own wires to bring this new technology to the people. Managed by opportunists and idealists
alike, these small businesses were motivated not only by profit but also by the promise of open
communication as a weapon against monopoly capital and for protection of regional autonomy. As the Bell
empire grew, independents fought fiercely to retain control of their local networks and companies—a
struggle with an emerging corporate giant that has been almost entirely forgotten.

The People's Network reconstructs the story of the telephone's contentious beginnings, exploring the
interplay of political economy, business strategy, and social practice in the creation of modern North
American telecommunications. Drawing from government documents in the United States and Canada,
independent telephone journals and publications, and the archives of regional Bell operating companies and
their rivals, Robert MacDougall locates the national debates over the meaning, use, and organization of the
telephone industry as a turning point in the history of information networks. The competing businesses
represented dueling political philosophies: regional versus national identity and local versus centralized
power. Although independent telephone companies did not win their fight with big business, they
fundamentally changed the way telecommunications were conceived.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Calderon:

Often the book The People's Network: The Political Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age (American
Business, Politics, and Society) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
article book.

Debra Davis:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The People's Network: The Political
Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business, Politics, and Society), you could enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Kevin Pennell:

The People's Network: The Political Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business,
Politics, and Society) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The People's Network: The Political Economy of the
Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business, Politics, and Society) however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Cynthia Harvell:

This The People's Network: The Political Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business,
Politics, and Society) is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately
using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly
you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The People's Network: The Political Economy of the
Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business, Politics, and Society) in your hand like finding the world
in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or
fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful



do you still doubt in which?
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