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Behind the profound social and economic changes now taking place in China is a complex history of
communism's invention and loss of meaning. This history, from 1949 to the present, has been extensively
studied by scholars using the methods of history and political science. Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution
makes an innovative departure from these studies through a series of reflections on the history of communist
China as a history of consciousness.

It focuses on important aspects of the Chinese experience - such as memory and amnesia, energy and
meaning, and the center and periphery mentality - that are amenable more to a philosophical and
psychological approach than to an empirical one.

The author goes beyond the concept of utopianism that is customarily applied to the Chinese communist
experience by viewing this epoch in terms of the movement from utopianism to nihilism to hedonism. He
traces the path of Chinese communism from the early belief that denial and hard work combined with
Marxism and Maoism would create a utopia of material and spiritual abundance to the disappointment of this
belief and the ensuing search for individual pleasure and prosperity.

In this progression, which the author describes as the unfolding of the hedonistic potential of utopianism,
Marxism became China's road to capitalism and consumerism.

The book consists of essays that approach the trajectory of utopianism-nihilism-hedonism from six different
viewpoints: the impact of Marxism on China's relationship to itself and to the West, the manipulation of
language and cultural memory, the effects of founding morality on a revolutionary teleology, the tension
between the ascetic and the hedonistic aspects of utopianism, the paralysis of the will resulting from
continual mobilizations and failures, and the relationship of past, present, and future as mirrored in
constantly shifting beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Clarke:

The book Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution: From Utopianism to Hedonism make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Dialectic of
the Chinese Revolution: From Utopianism to Hedonism being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything
if you like open and read a publication Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution: From Utopianism to Hedonism.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this reserve?

Billy Smith:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution: From Utopianism to
Hedonism it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book has high quality.

Ann McLemore:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution:
From Utopianism to Hedonism which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Manuel Pina:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution: From Utopianism to Hedonism. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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