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A cloud was on the mind of men, and wailing went the weather, Yea, a sick cloud upon the soul when we
were boys together. Science announced nonentity and art admired decay; The world was old and ended: but
you and I were gay. Round us in antic order their crippled vices came— Lust that had lost its laughter, fear
that had lost its shame. Like the white lock of Whistler, that lit our aimless gloom, Men showed their own
white feather as proudly as a plume. Life was a fly that faded, and death a drone that stung; The world was
very old indeed when you and I were young. They twisted even decent sin to shapes not to be named: Men
were ashamed of honour; but we were not ashamed. Weak if we were and foolish, not thus we failed, not
thus; When that black Baal blocked the heavens he had no hymns from us. Children we were—our forts of
sand were even as weak as we, High as they went we piled them up to break that bitter sea. Fools as we were
in motley, all jangling and absurd, When all church bells were silent our cap and bells were heard. Not all
unhelped we held the fort, our tiny flags unfurled; Some giants laboured in that cloud to lift it from the
world. I find again the book we found, I feel the hour that flings Far out of fish-shaped Paumanok some cry
of cleaner things; And the Green Carnation withered, as in forest fires that pass, Roared in the wind of all the
world ten million leaves of grass; Or sane and sweet and sudden as a bird sings in the rain Truth out of
Tusitala spoke and pleasure out of pain. Yea, cool and clear and sudden as a bird sings in the grey, Dunedin
to Samoa spoke, and darkness unto day, But we were young; we lived to see God break their bitter charms,
God and the good Republic come riding back in arms: We have seen the city of Mansoul, even as it rocked,
relieved—Blessed are they who did not see, but being blind, believed. This is a tale of those old fears, even
of those emptied hells, And none but you shall understand the true thing that it tells— Of what colossal gods
of shame could cow men and yet crash, Of what huge devils hid the stars, yet fell at a pistol flash. The doubts
that were so plain to chase, so dreadful to withstand— Oh, who shall understand but you; yea, who shall
understand? The doubts that drove us through the night as we two talked amain, And day had broken on the
streets e'er it broke upon the brain. Between us, by the peace of God, such truth can now be told; Yea, there
is strength in striking root, and good in growing old. We have found common things at last, and marriage and
a creed. And I may safely write it now, and you may safely read.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Smith:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Poems (Annotated) book as nice and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Doyle Swoope:

Precisely why? Because this Poems (Annotated) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Stacia Cobb:

Poems (Annotated) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Poems (Annotated) but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Kathy Davis:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Poems (Annotated) was bright colored and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Poems (Annotated) has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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