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The Genetic Strand is the story of a writer's investigation, using DNA science, into the tale of his family's
origins. National Book Award winner Edward Ball has turned his probing gaze on the microcosm of the
human genome, and not just any human genome -- that of his slave-holding ancestors. What is the legacy of
such a family history, and can DNA say something about it?

In 2000, after a decade in New York City, Ball bought a house in Charleston, South Carolina, home to his
father's family for generations, and furnished it with heirloom pieces from his relatives. In one old desk he
was startled to discover a secret drawer, sealed perhaps since the Civil War, in which someone had hidden a
trove of family hair, with each lock of hair labeled and dated. The strange find propelled him to investigate:
what might DNA science reveal about the people -- Ball's family members, long dead -- to whom the hair
had belonged? Did the hair come from white relatives, as family tradition insisted? How can genetic tests
explain personal identity?

Part crime-scene investigation, part genealogical romp, The Genetic Strand is a personal odyssey into DNA
and family history. The story takes the reader into forensics labs where technicians screen remains, using
genetics breakthroughs like DNA fingerprinting, and into rooms where fathers nervously await paternity test
results. It also summons the writer¹s entertaining and idiosyncratic family, such as Ball¹s antebellum
predecessor, Aunt Betsy, who published nutty books on good Southern society; Kate Fuller, the enigmatic
ancestor who may have introduced African genes into the Ball family pool; and the author¹s first cousin
Catherine, very much alive, who donates a cheek swab from a mouth more attuned to sweet iced tea than
DNA sampling.

Writing gracefully but pacing his story like an old-fashioned whodunit, Edward Ball tracks genes shared
across generations, adding suspense and personal meaning to what the scientists and Nobel laureates tell us.
A beguiling DNA tale, The Genetic Strand reaches toward a new form of writing the genetic memoir.
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

Beside that The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA in your phone, it could give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this
book in addition to read it from currently!

Susie Vadnais:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that
you wanted.

Carlton Solley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA can make
you truly feel more interested to read.

Duane Coley:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By book The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this



book The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA. You can more inviting than now.
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