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 There’s little doubt that most humans today are better off than their forebears. Stunningly so, the economist
and historian Deirdre McCloskey argues in the concluding volume of her trilogy celebrating the oft-derided
virtues of the bourgeoisie. The poorest of humanity, McCloskey shows, will soon be joining the comparative
riches of Japan and Sweden and Botswana.
 
Why? Most economists—from Adam Smith and Karl Marx to Thomas Piketty—say the Great Enrichment
since 1800 came from accumulated capital. McCloskey disagrees, fiercely. “Our riches,” she argues, “were
made not by piling brick on brick, bank balance on bank balance, but by piling idea on idea.” Capital was
necessary, but so was the presence of oxygen. It was ideas, not matter, that drove “trade-tested betterment.” 
Nor were institutions the drivers. The World Bank orthodoxy of “add institutions and stir” doesn’t work, and
didn’t. McCloskey builds a powerful case for the initiating role of ideas—ideas for electric motors and free
elections, of course, but more deeply the bizarre and liberal ideas of equal liberty and dignity for ordinary
folk. Liberalism arose from theological and political revolutions in northwest Europe, yielding a unique
respect for betterment and its practitioners, and upending ancient hierarchies. Commoners were encouraged
to have a go, and the bourgeoisie took up the Bourgeois Deal, and we were all enriched.
 
Few economists or historians write like McCloskey—her ability to invest the facts of economic history with
the urgency of a novel, or of a leading case at law, is unmatched. She summarizes modern economics and
modern economic history with verve and lucidity, yet sees through to the really big scientific conclusion. Not
matter, but ideas. Big books don’t come any more ambitious, or captivating, than Bourgeois Equality.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hogg:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas,
Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Keith Devine:

This Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World are usually reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas,
Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World can be among the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that might be will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or
Institutions, Enriched the World forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

Dione Wicker:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World, you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
a reserve.

Lawrence Shults:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then



ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World.
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