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The Juilliard-trained cellist Charlotte Moorman sat nude behind a cello of carved ice, performed while
dangling from helium-filled balloons, and deployed an array of instruments on The Mike Douglas Show that
included her cello, a whistle, a cap gun, a gong, and a belch. She did a striptease while playing Bach in Nam
June Paik's Sonata for Adults Only. In the 1960s, Moorman (1933--1991) became famous for her madcap
(and often unclothed) performance antics; less famous but more significant is Moorman's transformative
influence on contemporary performance practice--and her dedication to the idea that avant-garde art should
reach the widest possible audience. In Topless Cellist, the first book to explore Moorman's life and work,
Joan Rothfuss rediscovers, and recovers, the legacy of an extraordinary American artist.

Moorman's arrest in 1967 for performing topless made her a water-cooler conversation-starter, but before her
tabloid fame she was a star of the avant-garde performance circuit, with a repertoire of pieces by, among
others, Yoko Ono, Joseph Beuys, John Cage, and Paik, her main artistic partner. Moorman invented a new
mode of performance that combined classical rigor, jazz improvisation, and avant-garde experiment --
informed by intuition, daring, and love of spectacle. Moorman's annual festival of the avant-garde offered the
public a lively sampler of contemporary art in performance, music, dance, poetry, film, and other media.

Rothfuss chronicles Moorman's life from her youth in Little Rock, Arkansas (where she was "Miss City
Beautiful" of 1952) through her career in New York's avant-garde to her death from breast cancer in 1991.
(Typically, she approached her treatment as if it were a performance.) Deeply researched and profusely
illustrated, Topless Cellist offers a fascinating, sometimes heartbreaking, often hilarious story of an artist
whose importance was more than the sum of her performances.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

The event that you get from Topless Cellist: The Improbable Life of Charlotte Moorman (MIT Press) is a
more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Topless Cellist: The Improbable Life of Charlotte
Moorman (MIT Press) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this Topless Cellist: The Improbable Life of Charlotte Moorman (MIT Press) instantly.

Shelly Rodriguez:

The e-book with title Topless Cellist: The Improbable Life of Charlotte Moorman (MIT Press) posesses a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Delores Villarreal:

Topless Cellist: The Improbable Life of Charlotte Moorman (MIT Press) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Topless
Cellist: The Improbable Life of Charlotte Moorman (MIT Press) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Cleta Blackwell:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make summary
for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their hobby. They just
do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos on there.
Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Topless Cellist: The Improbable Life of Charlotte Moorman (MIT Press) can make you sense
more interested to read.
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